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District Website www.pcsb.org to A n A no*he l" A !

Bear Creek PTA Website - www.bcpta.org
Bear Creek Website http://www.pcsb.org/bearcreek-es

Willette Houston — Principal

Nikishia Dixon — Assistant Principal

Michele Nieset — Secretary

Laura Neuman — Cafeteria Manager 893-1381
School Phone 893-2332

Pinellas County School Board 588-6000
Transportation — District Call Center 587-2020
Student Assignment 588-6210

Bear Creek Office Hours 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

[}
Robert Poth, Area 3 Superintendent 588-2020 ‘:‘ i= ®
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Student In Class Hours
8:35 AM to 3:05 PM

Principal’'s Corner

Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends of Bear Creek,

Welcome back to school! | hope you had a wonderful summer break. | would like
to thank all the families that came out for the Meet the Teacher event. We look for-
ward to seeing everyone for Open House night on Tuesday, September 5th as well.

Only Pre-K parents are allowed to park in front of the Pre-K building starting at

i.g WelCOme Sclii)‘(’:)o] ®  September 1-30, 2017

Mark Your Calendars
=

Sept 05 - Back to School and
Title 1 Annual Meeting @ 6:00-7:00 PM

2:50pm in spots 1, 2, 3 and 4. The special Pre-K parking ends at 3:05 pm, then the

Starting in the Cafeterial
rest of the Bear Creek parents may use those spots.

Students at Bear Creek Elementary were recipients of community kindness last week
as several organizations partnered to ensure that teachers and classrooms were
equipped with extra supplies. Bear Creek Elementary would like to thank Channel 10
News and Grow Financial for collecting school supplies for our school. Goodwill Indus-
tries-Suncoast donated a truck and a driver who helped with the deliveries.

We would like the students to continue to have pride in everything they do from
schoolwork, homework, to behavior and being the great students they are. We hope
that you will continue to show Paw Pride by attending school functions, parent confer-
ences, reading and signing agendas, and support school initiatives.

Sept 10 - Grandparents Day
Sept 12 — Mid-Terms Reports Go Home

Grandparents Visit for Lunch
Sept 13th - 1st, 3rd and 5th
Sept 14th - K, 2nd and 4th

Invitations coming home soon.

Sept 15 - Oct 15 - National Hispanic Month

We would also like to take this opportunity to introduce our new staff members this Sept 17 - Constitution and Citizenship Day

year at Bear Creek. They are as follows: Nikishia Dixon — Assistant Principal; Brittany
Jennings — 1st grade; Cathryn Raiola — 2nd grade; Christina Powers — 2nd grade; and
Kayla Vance - Pre-K Assistant.

Sept 18 - Individual Picture Day!
Sept 21 - Skating Party @ 3:30-6:30PM

Field Trip Flyers coming home soon.
Sept 22 - First Day of Autumn

Oct 5 — Books for Breakfast @7:45am — 8:30am
Oct 6 — Wear Jeans for the Day for $1
Fundraiser benefits 4 Grade

I am looking forward to a wonderful 2017-2018 school year as we “Continue clawing
our way to an another A!” Please feel free to contact the school if you have any ques-
tions or concerns (727)893-2332.

Willette Houston, Principal

We will continue to use Guidelines
for success as our school wide
focus. The new Guidelines are:

Reminder!

Sept 5th, 2017 - Back to School & Title 1 Annual Meeting
@ 6:00 PM in the Cafeteria.

Be Responsible

Encourage Others
District Website

One way to stay in touch with the happenings of Pinellas County Schools is to visit the
district’s website at www.pcsb.org

Actively Participate

Respect All

Please review the guidelines of
success at home!

Once you go to the website you will find a link to Bear Creek’s website. You can also

now find our school’s virtual tour through the district
I PINELLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS

Mission Statement for 2017-2018 - Providing all children with a challenging, high-quality education
for their academic and vocational success.



http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
http://www.bcpta.org
http://www.pcsb.org/bearcreek-es

Page 2 | Commitment to Character Words

TR

BECOME A MENTOR
O SPLTY August was - "Respect” - Treating yourself Q @@ @

Karen Norton, Family & Community Liaison

> % B and others with courtesy and consideration. All children deserve at least one adult in their life
‘.7.1 7 “ o eres . who will listen to them, guide them and cheer for
z " E September - "Responsibility” - Doing your them. Mentors do change lives, and the smallest in-
= < best and taking ownership for your words vestment of time can provide a lifetime of rewards.
— and Actions. Bear Creek is looking for dedicated, caring individu-
il als who are willing to mentor students. All that is
00 00 0000000000000 0 0000000000000 00000C0OCCOCCINININITS . . o .
: . o required is a 2 hour training workshop and a once a
. Please Keep Saving!! T S week meeting with your student.
® N & I
. We collect Box Tops for Education, cell : °°$ m& : If you are interested and would like more infor-
L] . . . i
+ phones and empty laser and inkjet cartridges L“m,o, s | mation, please contact
.
L]

for recycling purposes. Send any of these
items to school with your child. Newspapers

@ 893-2332, or feel free to stop by the school.

@0 can be brought anytime to the south parking
lot. Drop yours in and support Bear Creek!

School Health Services

We have a school nurse assigned part time. Medica-
tions should be taken at home whenever possible. If
medications (both prescription and over the counter) are
required at school, a medication card must be completed
each year.

The medication policy for parents is as follows:

No medications are to be brought in by students.

No medication is to be accepted without a medi-
cation card filled out in the school clinic or front
office, not to be taken home.

All medicine must be in an unopened box.

All medication must be counted with parent and a
staff member.

Any medical treatments or scripted medication or
over the counter must have a Doctors order to
accompany it.

Please remember to turn in the yellow clinic card

promptly with the important health and contact infor-
mation and note any health needs on it for us to bet-

ter serve your child(ren), and also update the infor-
mation as often as needed.

For questions regarding nursing services or screen-
ings, please contact the school nurse.
Thanks for your help!

Angela Almeida, RN Bear Creek School Nurse 4
at 727-893-2332.

Jeans Day!

Your child has the opportunity to wear
Jeans to school on

Friday, October 6th

as an in school fundraiser by bringing $1 to their
teacher on Friday, October 6th. All of the mon-
ey collected will be used to support different
grade levels or departments each month.

This month we support
The 4th Grade Classesl!
*Uniform tops must be worn.

*Jeans must fit at the waistline and must not
have holes or tears.

Attendance @
We would like to remind students to please

arrive at school on time.
All students are invited to have a free hot breakfast from
8:00-8:25 AM in the cafeteria.
All students may begin to go to class when the first bell
rings at 8:15 AM.
The last bell rings at 8:35 AM, and class begins.
Anyone arriving after 8:35 is late and needs to go to the
front office for a tardy pass.
Any absence requires written documentation from par-
ent or proof of a medical appointment.
Please remember that school ends Monday through
Friday at 3:05 PM. Please pick up your child(ren) on
time.

Pinellas County Schools — an equal opportunity institution for education and employment.



http://www.boxtop4education.com/how/shop.asp

Acention All "Crandparents™ !

If any Grandparent would 8 {é;);»,a We will celebrate Grandparents Day on
G\, &3

Wednesday, September 13th and Thursday, September 14th. We will in-
vite the visitors to join their students for lunch on those days. Classroom
teachers will be sending invites home with your grandchild.

like to volunteer at our e
school, please stop by the f(\\'/}i\‘
office for a volunteer regis- = (€

tration form or call the
() school office and a

7

(\‘i\i,{ form will be sent The invite will go home with your grandchildren's lunch times and date. Bear Creek adult

l‘ 3 L‘? home with your lunch is $3.50 per person, adult salad is $4 each or you can come with your own lunch.

— )

I g, }~-  grandchild. We hope to see you come out and enjoy some time with your grandchildren.
|-

Dicture Day is

Coming? &y

Information regarding this event will be coming home soon.
What a great way to get a high quality photo of your child!

Attention Parents!!!

We ask that all parents please make sure you
read the handbook in front of your student’s

agenda book.

Please make sure everything from the first day

packet to school is returned! Please make sure

all signatures are on paperwork and PTA mem-
ber dues are attached.

Uniforms are not required on this day!ll Stu-
dents may wear an outfit of their choice on

September 18th Only!

All students must follow the minimum dress code standards
stated in the Pinellas County School’s Elementary Code of
Conduct booklet, which came home in the first day packet.

If you have any new emergency phone numbers
throughout the school year. Please stop by the
front office to make the changes or use your
portal username and password and make the
changes.

Attention all Parents, Guardians and Students!!!

Per Pinellas County District rules and to eliminate interruptions to the valuable classroom
instruction time, we ask that you do not bring in any birthday celebration items to the school on your child's
birthday. Which means no cupcakes, cakes, balloons or any items you would normally bring to celebrate your child's
birthday.
We do let the students come to the front office to pick out a free book, which is provided by PTA on their birthday.

Physical Education Dress Code

Our Bear Creek students have physical edu- Bear Creek is a uniform school. This policy can be found in the front of your child’s agenda

cation 3 days a week and Pre-Kis 5 days. Itis %] book. Please purchase appropriate clothing. Please remember:
important to be mindful of the heat and sun.

Please help your children remember to drink
plenty of fluids before school, with water being

* Shirts should be polo style with collars. The shirt colors are light blue,
navy blue or white.

the best choice. It is permissible to wear hats * Bear Creek T-Shirts are allowed to be worn everyday.

and sunscreen to PE classes, but we ask that * Pants and shorts are to be regular uniform clothing of khaki or navy. No

the children drink the water when the class is Cargo style! Capri pants, skorts, dresses, skirts for girls are allowed.

over. ltis also important for the children to * Shorts, skirts and skorts should be mid thigh length or longer.

wear shoes that are appropriate for outdoor * It is not acceptable for students to come to school in baggy pants or cargo style bottoms
play. Please send a note with your child if your and jeans. Every month we will have the opportunity to wear jeans on the first Friday.

child needs to be excused from PE

Please purchase appropriate clothing. The dress code for Pinellas County Schools can be
class for some reason.

reviewed on the district website or in the front of your child’s agenda. We would expect
We hope all of our students have a visitors to Bear Creek to follow the district website as well. Thank you for helping us set a
safe and successful year at Bear Creek. positive example for our students.
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g S September Events
%3’ TIT L ew - Dee Kwiatkowski, MTSS Coach/Title 1
=

8
(g I would like to welcome back all of our new and returning students and their families to Bear Creek.
% As most of you know by now, Bear Creek is an A school this year. But what you may not know is that Bear Creek is
&l the ONLY Title I school in the District to earn an A. That is quite an accomplishment and we are so proud of our
%} administration, staff and especially our students and families who made it all possible. We have a lot of work o do
% this year to maintain that A, but we are confident that with your support we will continue to be successful.
g
®

& On Tuesday, September 5™ we will host our Titlel Annual Meeting to discuss this year's

®

%3 budget, our Parent Involvement Plan and other important information.
o

é After the Annual Meeting we will begin our Open House, where parents will have an opportunity to

® . . .
g learn about Grade Level Expectations, Assessments, and Curriculum for the coming year from the
g teaching staff. The schedule is as follows:
%

%’ 6:00-6:10 - Staff Introductions (Cafeteria)

R

%’ 6:10-6:30 - Title | Annual Meeting Overview (Cafeteria) =1

y)

E —H-
& 95*/»

&5 6:30-7:00 - Session 1 (Classrooms) =

&
&
&

&3 7:00-7:30 - Session 2
&)

&
% This is going to be a great start of the school year and we hope to have a HUGE turnout!! 5
& See you there!
R

3
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DID YOU KNOW?222 Z g qi Y rYYY R o\ DK
Absenteeism in preschool and kindergarten can influence A ew am@e J Wu‘ s

whether a child will be held back in third grade. Several Bear Creek Website hitp://www.pcsh.org/bearcreek-es
studies document a link between chronic absence — miss- In an effort to increase families repor‘ting student
ing 10 percent of the school year — in the early grades absences in a timely manner, we are implement-

and a child's ability to master reading by the end of third | ing an electronic method as another option you
grade. With 14 states (including Florida) now linking third | ¢an utilize. This will keep schools better informed

. . . on why students are not in class.
grade promotion to reading performance, chronic absence

. . . On our schools website you will find a new icon
can undermine the broader efforts to improve literacy. that says “Report Student Absence”. This icon wil

be on each of our website pages located with the
Absenteeism in kindergarten can also affect whether a child | other global icons. When families click on this

develops the skills needed to succeed in school. A recent- | icon it generates an email that will go to the mail-
ly released study by researcher Michael Gott- boxes of the two individuals we have
fried he Uni . £ California. sh h designated for this purpose. Families

ried at the University of California, shows the should be informed that they can use
negative impact of chronic absenteeism on both this method to report absences in addi-
academic performance and social-emotional tion to all the existing ways such as call-
skills needed to persist and engage in learning.

ing and writing notes. You may also be
For more information go to http:// able to include an attachment such as a
www.attendanceworks.org

ATTEND TODAY
ACHIEVE TOM .

e

doctor’s note.
Thank you and Happy New School Year!



http://www.pcsb.org/bearcreek-es
http://www.attendanceworks.org
http://www.attendanceworks.org

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
CURRENT VOLUNTEERS:

If you are a current volunteer from last school year
you will need to REACTIVATE-

* Returning Volunteers can activate in Focus at
www.pcsb.org and follow the instructions to - Acti-
vate your volunteer account in Focus.

NEW VOLUNTEERS.:

If you are interested in volunteering, please pick up a
form from the front office. You may then send or
bring it to the school with a copy of your
driver’s license. We must have an

ID to process the form.

Your information will be entered in the g%

Adopt-A-Class Information

Bear Creek is seeking partnerships which can include
businesses and community members to be part of this
program.

Interested members can Adopt-A-Class with a tax de-
ductible monetary donation of $100 or more.

100% of donations are used to support classroom teach-
ers with purchasing materials and supplies for students
which enhance classroom learning opportunities.

This year you can either come into the front office and
make a donation or you can go online and donate at
www.pcsb.revtrak.net.

For more information stop by the front office or call the
Family & Community Liaison, Karen Norton at 893-2332

county database and the approval %’ C
usually takes about 2 to 3 weeks.

X 2147.

Duke Energy Great American Teach-In

The 24th Annual Great American Teach In will be held at Bear
Creek Elementary November 15, 2017. Members of the commu-
nity are invited into the schools for an hour, a few class periods
or a day. Participants may tell students about a career, hobby

Community Partners Donate
Needed School Supplies.

Students at Bear Creek Elementary were recip-
ients of community kindness last week as several
organizations partnered o ensure that teachers

or personal experience; organize an activity; read a story or : . .
P P 9 4 4 and classrooms were equipped with extra supplies.

teach a class. This is a wonderful opportunity for speakers to
intferact with our students firsthand. Sharing your life experi-

ences may change a student's life and is time well g

spent for all involved. If you, or someone you
know, is interested in participating in this year's ‘é”! g
©
event, please stop by the school or contact -
Mrs. Karen Norton, Family & Community Liaison at

893-2332 x2147 for more information.

Channel 10 News and Grow Financial collected

items including book bags, hand sanitizer, paper
towels and colored markers and created Teach-
er's Toolboxes. In total, 400 Teacher Tool Boxes
were assembled and distributed to 10 schools in
the Tampa Bay area. Goodwill Industries-
Suncoast donated a truck and a driver who helped
with the deliveries.

School Advisory Council (SAC)

We are forming our SAC membership for the 2017 - 18 school year. SAC meets every other month on the third
Tuesday in the evenings around 7:00 PM or immediately after the PTA Meeting has ended. The next SAC meet-
ing will be held on September 19th. SAC discusses items relevant to school improvement issues. If you are in-
terested in serving on SAC this year, please fill out the form below and return it to school.

[ —————— -
YES! I am interested in being a part of Bear Creek's School Advisory Council or SAC.

Parent Name

Phone Number and best time to reach you

Oldest Child's Name and Teacher
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